
On Safari
S U G G E S T E D  I T I N E R A R I E S

Over the years, I have designed hundreds of itineraries and have been fortunate 

to experience many safaris. I would like to present several different itineraries that 

will allow you to visit wildlife areas and other places of interest covered in this 

book. Many tour companies offer similar pre-scheduled group departures. For the 

independent traveler, each safari listed can be taken as a private safari with very 

little, if any, additional cost.

A private safari does not necessarily mean that you will have a private vehicle and 

guide unless you request it. It also does not imply that you will have a lodge or 

camp all to yourself, (unless you book a private mobile camp). For example, on a 

‘winged safari,’ you will fly into the camp and you will share a Land Rover with 

other guests (unless you request a private vehicle at extra cost). 

The length of these sample itineraries should be viewed as the minimum time that 

one should spend in each area. If time allows, one should consider staying an extra 

night at some of the camps and lodges for a more relaxed safari experience.
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E A S T  A F R I C A

K E N Y A  A D V E N T U R E R  S A F A R I

If you have limited funds and are willing to drive the distances between the 

game parks, the Kenya Adventurer Safari is my recommendation. You will stay in 

the bigger lodges instead of the smaller luxury tented camps; however, your game 

viewing experience will be almost identical to that of a more expensive safari. 

Day 1 – 2            Nairobi

Day 3                   Tsavo West National Park

Day 4 – 5             Amboseli National Park

Day 6                   Mount Kenya National Park or Aberdares

Day 7 – 8             Samburu National Reserve

Day 9                   Lake Nakuru National Park

Day 10 – 13         Masai Mara Game Reserve

Day 14                 Depart
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K E N Y A  N A T U R E  S A F A R I

This winged safari includes flights between some destinations to reduce the 

time spent driving. Actual time on the road spread over 14 days is 12 hours, which 

provides an opportunity to experience the country, meet the people, and stop at 

places of interest. Accommodation will be in the smaller luxury tented camps.

Day 1 –2             Nairobi

Day 3 – 4            Amboseli National Park

Day 5                   Laikipia 

Day 6 – 7            Samburu Game Reserve

Day 8                  Mount Kenya Safari Club

Day 9 – 12          Masai Mara Game Reserve

Day 13                Depart

T H E  B E S T  O F  K E N Y A

Kenya has several private game reserves that offer an exclusive safari 

experience. You will pay more, but if your goal is to avoid seeing other tourists, 

this is the itinerary for you. You will fly between these private reserves, mostly by 

charter aircraft. 

Day 1 – 2            Nairobi

Day 3 – 5             Chyulu Hills

Day 6 – 8             Laikipia

Day 9 – 11           Outskirts of Masai Mara Game Reserve

Day 12                 Lake Victoria

Day 13                 Depart

K E N Y A  H I G H L I G H T S

I am not recommending that anyone spend less than 11 days on safari. 

However, you may want to combine a Kenyan safari with the sights of Tanzania or 

gorilla trekking in Uganda or Rwanda, or a trip to Egypt and a Nile Cruise. This 

itinerary takes you to the main highlights of Kenya, leaving time for an add-on 

destination of your choice.

Day 1                  Nairobi

Day 2 – 3            Amboseli National Park 

Day 4 – 5             Samburu Game Reserve

Day 6 – 8             Masai Mara Game Reserve

Day 9                  Depart

K E N Y A  H O N E Y M O O N  S A F A R I

Kenya is the perfect honeymoon destination. This itinerary combines a 

wildlife safari with a beach holiday either on the coast of Kenya or exotic Zanzibar 

Island. The cost will very significantly depending on the level of accommodation 

you select. 

Day 1 – 2             Nairobi

Day 3 – 4             Laikipia

Day 5 – 8             Masai Mara Game Reserve

Day 9 – 11           Kenya Coast or Zanzibar

Day 12                 Depart



T A N Z A N I A  W I L D L I F E  S A F A R I

This safari is designed to follow or precede the Kenya Highlights Safari or 

gorilla trekking. You can expand the number days in each area to fit your time and 

budget.

Day 1                   Arusha or Nairobi

Day 2 – 3             Tarangire National Park or

                             Lake Manyara National Park

Day 4 – 5             Ngorongoro Crater

Day 6 – 7             Serengeti National Park

Day 8                   Depart

T A N Z A N I A  W I L D E R N E S S  S A F A R I

This safari may not be for the first-time visitor to Africa, but it will reward 

you with real adventure in the most remote wildlife sanctuaries of Tanzania. The 

cost is high, as are the rewards.

Day 1                  Arusha

Day 2 – 4             Mahale Mountains

Day 5 – 7             Katavi

Day 8 – 10           Selous

Day 11 – 13         Ruaha

Day 14                 Depart

T H E  B E S T  O F  K E N Y A  A N D  T A N Z A N I A

One of the most popular safari itineraries in East Africa is one that combines 

the best of Kenya and Tanzania. This is a combination fly – drive safari with more 

flying than driving. I recommend that you chose the smaller tented camps and 

luxury lodges.

Day 1                   Nairobi

Day 2 – 3             Amboseli or Chyulu Hills

Day 4 – 6             Masai Mara Game Reserve

Day 7 – 8             Tarangire National Park or Lake Manyara National Park

Day 9 – 10           Ngorongoro Crater

Day 11 – 13         Serengeti National Park

Day 14                 Depart

S E R E N G E T I  M A R A  S A F A R I

While Tanzania’s Serengeti and Kenya’s Masai Mara are only separated by 

a border line on the map, to travel from one to the other requires a long drive or a 

flight from Nairobi to Tanzania’s Kilimanjaro Airport to clear immigration. Another 

way to travel between the two parks is by charter aircraft to the small border town 

of Migori, where you can clear customs. 

Day 1                  Nairobi

Day 2 – 3             Samburu Game Reserve

Day 4 – 6             Masai Mara Game Reserve

Day 7                  Lake Victoria

Day 8 – 10           Serengeti National Park

Day 11 – 12         Ngorongoro Crater

Day 13                Lake Manyara

Day 14                Depart
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T H E  U L T I M A T E  S A F A R I

To get a real feel of African safari, I advise a three week trip. After all, if you 

take into account the effort you have made, i.e. the time involved in getting to and 

from Africa, and the price of your air ticket, it makes sense to stay awhile. Here is 

my suggestion for an in-depth East African safari.

Day 1 – 2             Nairobi

Day 3 – 4             Amboseli

Day 5                   Mount Kenya National Park

                             or Aberdares

Day 6 – 7             Samburu National Park

Day 8 – 10           Masai Mara Game Reserve

Day 11 – 12         Tarangire National Park

Day 13                 Lake Manyara National Park

Day 14 – 15         Ngorongoro Crater

Day 16 – 18         Serengeti National Park

Day 19                 Depart

T H E  P E A R L  O F  A F R I C A

While the lure of Uganda are the Mountain Gorillas found in Bwindi 

Impenetrable Forest, the country has much more to offer and you should seriously 

consider a more in-depth safari to this under-utilized country. The following 13-

day safari is my recommendation.

Day 1                   Entebe

Day 2 – 4             Murchinson Falls

Day 5 – 6             Kabali Forest

Day 7 – 8             Queen Elizabeth National Park

Day 9 – 11           Bwindi Impenetrable Forest

Day 12                 Mbarara

Day 13                 Depart

U G A N D A  G O R I L L A  T R E K K I N G

If your only objective is to go gorilla trekking, you will need a minimum of 

6 days unless you charter an aircraft. It takes up to 12 hours to drive from Entebe 

to Bwindi Impenetrable Forest. That is 24 hours round trip to spend one hour on 

each of two consecutive days in the presence of the Mountain Gorillas.

Day 1                  Entebe – Mbarara

Day 2 – 4             Bwindi Impenetrable Forest

Day 5                   Bwindi – Mbarara

Day 6                   Depart

R W A N D A  G O R I L L A  T R E K K I N G

Trekking in Rwanda is a bit more difficult than in Uganda, as the altitude 

is higher. I am pleased that at publication time, gorilla trekking in Rwanda is 

operational and thriving. .

Day 1                   Nairobi – Parc National des Volcans

Day 2 – 3             Parc National des Volcans

Day 4                   Parc National des Volcans – Nairobi

Day 5                   Depart



B O T S W A N A  W I L D E R N E S S  S A F A R I

A well-designed safari in Northern Botswana includes the three habitats 

of the Okavango, Moremi, and Linyanti. These places can be visited on a cross-

country or overland safari, but more often access is by charter aircraft. In the 

Okavango you will want to spend some time at a ‘water camp’ offering mokoro 

(dug-out canoe) trips. 

Day 1                   Johannesburg

Day 2 – 4             Moremi Game Reserve

Day 5 – 7             Okavango Delta

Day 8 – 10           Linyanti

Day 11 – 12         Victoria Falls

Day 13                 Depart

B O T S W A N A ’ S  D E S E R T S  A N D  D E L T A S

To experience a contrast in environments, one bone dry and the other soaking wet, 

you will want to visit Botswana’s Okavango Delta and the vast Kalahari Desert. 

This safari also provides an opportunity to meet the Bushmen - hunter-gatherers 

living on what nature provides.

Day 1                  Johannesburg

Day 2 – 4            Okavango Delta

Day 5 – 8             Moremi Game Reserve

Day 9 – 12           Makgadikgadi Pan

Day 13 – 15         Western Kalahari Desert

Day 16                 Depart

E L E P H A N T  B A C K  S A F A R I

One of the more unique Botswana safaris is on an elephant’s back. Normally 

combined with other environments in Botswana, it attracts the adventurous 

traveler who likes something ‘off the beaten track’. This itinerary is the minimum 

recommended number of days in each region, to which you can add more nights. 
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S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A

Day 1                   Johannesburg

Day 2 – 4             Moremi Game Reserve

Day 5 – 10           Okavango Delta – Elephant Back Safari

Day 11 – 13         Linyanti

Day 14                 Victoria Falls

Day 15                 Depart 

Z I M B A B W E  C L A S S I C  S A F A R I

What is the best that Zimbabwe has to offer? Do you want an exclusive safari 

experience and some of the best lodges and camps in Africa? Take a look at this 

Zimbabwe Classic Safari. 

Day 1                   Johannesburg

Day 2 – 3             Victoria Falls

Day 4 – 6             Hwange National Park

Day 7 – 8             Matusadona National Park

Day 9 – 11           Mana Pools

Day 12                 Depart
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Z I M B A B W E  H O N E Y M O O N  S A F A R I

This romantic honeymoon safari includes the world heritage site of Victoria 

Falls and two of Zimbabwe’s best wildlife viewing areas.

Day 1                   Johannesburg

Day 2 – 3             Victoria Falls

Day 4 – 6             Hwange National Park

Day 7 – 9             Malilangwe Private Reserve

Day 10                 Depart

S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A  E X P L O R E R

A nice combination is Botswana with Zimbabwe. This itinerary includes 

the three main wildlife areas of Botswana with two of Zimbabwe’s fine parks. If 

you want to go white water rafting on the Zambezi, you will need to add a day at 

Victoria Falls. Logical add-ons to this itinerary would be Cape Town or one of the 

reserves in South Africa.

Day 1                   Johannesburg

Day 3 – 4             Okavango Delta

Day 5 – 6             Moremi Game Reserve

Day 7 – 8             Linyanti

Day 9                   Victoria Falls

Day 10 – 11         Hwange National Park

Day 12 – 13         Matusadona National Park

Day 14                 Depart

S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A  D I S C O V E R Y

This safari includes Cape Town, Botswana, and one of the private reserves 

around Kruger National Park. It will appeal to the person who wants to see animals, 

scenery and a sophisticated city. 

Day 1 – 3             Cape Town

Day 4 – 5             Okavango Delta

Day 6 – 7             Moremi Game Reserve

Day 8 – 9             Linyanti

Day 10                 Victoria Falls

Day 11 – 13         Kruger National Park Area

Day 14                 Depart

W I N G S  O V E R  S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A

If you have more money than time and want to see the best areas of Namibia, 

Botswana, and Zimbabwe, you will need to use a combination of scheduled and 

charter flights to include these three countries during a two-week period. This is 

the only way to see the highlights of Southern Africa.

Day 1                   Johannesburg or Windhoek

Day 2 – 3             Sossusvlei

Day 4 – 5             Etosha National Park

Day 6 – 7             Okavango Delta

Day 8 – 9             Moremi Game Reserve

Day 10 – 11         Mana Pools National Park

Day 12 – 13         Victoria Falls

Day 14                 Depart

N A M I B I A  I N - D E P T H

This cross-country safari provides a fantastic insight into the stunning 

landscapes and atmosphere of this remarkable land of barren deserts, rugged 

mountains and spectacular wildlife. You can do this safari independently on a self-

drive (only recommended for seasoned independent travelers), or join an existing 

group. Expect to spend 21 hours traveling overland.  

Day 1                   Johannesburg or Windhoek

Day 2 – 3            Sossusvlei

Day 4                   Swakopmund

Day 5 – 6             Damaraland

Day 7 – 10           Etosha National Park

Day 11 – 12         Waterberg

Day 13                 Depart



W I N G S  O V E R  N A M I B I A

Namibia is much bigger than it looks. If you have limited time and want to 

see the highlights of Namibia, a winged safari is the best way. 

Day 1                   Johannesburg or Windhoek

Day 2 – 3             Sossusvlei

Day 4 – 5             Damaraland

Day 6 – 7             Etosha National Park

Day 8                   Depart

S K E L E T O N  C O A S T  S A F A R I

The only way to visit the fascinating and remote Skeleton Coast National 

Park of Namibia is by air. Two companies operate safaris in the park: Skeleton 

Coast Safaris and Wilderness Safaris. Wilderness Safaris has both a 4-day and a 5- 

day package. Skeleton Coast Safaris offers packages from 4 days to 11 days.  

Day 1                   Johannesburg or Windhoek

Day 2 – 3             Sossusvlei

Day 4 – 7             Skeleton Coast

Day 8 – 10           Etosha National Park

Day 11                 Depart

C A L L  O F  T H E  W I L D

Zambia use to be called Africa’s Best Kept Secret. Although this is no longer 

the case, Zambia is still the place to experience the depths of the African bush far 

away from as many Homo Sapiens as possible. This itinerary covers the best parts 

of Zambia.

Day 1                   Johannesburg

Day 2 – 3             Victoria Falls

Day 4 – 5             Lochinvar National Park

Day 6 – 7             Lower Zambezi National Park

Day 8 – 13           South Luangwa Valley National Park

Day 14                Depart
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T H E  B E S T  O F  Z A M B I A  A N D  M A L A W I

A great combination is Zambia and Malawi. This safari may attract the more 

experienced safari traveler, who wants to combine some remote African destinations 

with adventure activities such as canoeing, walking, and horse-back riding. 

Day 1                  Johannesburg

Day 2 – 3   Victoria Falls

Day 4 – 7  Lower Zambezi

Day 8 – 11  South Luangwa Valley

Day 12 – 14  Nyika Plateau

Day 15 – 17  Vwasa Marsh Game Reserve

Day 18               Depart

Z A M B I A ’ S  L U A N G W A  V A L L E Y

If you are an avid photographer and want to only focus on wildlife on your 

African safari, my recommendation is that you spend your entire time in one 

national park: the South Luangwa Valley. While you will not find the luxury here 

that you will find in other southern African countries, you will find comfortable 

accommodation, some of the best guides in Africa, and more than enough wildlife 

and birds to satisfy the photographer and non-photographer alike.

Z A M B I A  M O B I L E  C A M P  &  W A L K I N G  S A F A R I

Walking Mobile Safaris have come to be known as the wilderness experience 

of the South Luangwa. Most safaris last 5 days and follow the Mupamadzi River, 

covering approximately 6 miles a day. The area is remote and wild, the terrain and 

habitats varied, the game shy and unused to man. From ants to buffalo, a bird’s nest 

to lion tracking , you will learn many facets of the bush. 

The fully serviced mobile camp is extremely comfortable and well equipped 

with walk-in tents and full bedding. The shower is under a tree and the loo is a 

long drop with a wooden throne. Meals of a high standard are served under the 

sky. Most people add a few days at the beginning and the end of a walking safari to 

spend time in one of the camps to experience day and night vehicle game drives.

C A P E  T O  K R U G E R

South Africa is a world in one country. I think of it as a sophisticated 

adventure, as many of the lodges and camps are more like resorts than safari 

camps. And, the Cape Peninsula has some of the most pleasant accommodation in 

the world. This itinerary combines wildlife viewing with the scenic beauty of the 

Cape and the Garden Route. The first 8 days are perfect for self-drive or with a 

private driver-guide. I have included 4 days on the Garden Route, which really is a 

minimum along this beautiful mountainous coastline. 

Day 1 – 2             Cape Town

Day 3 – 4             Winelands

Day 5 – 8            Garden Route

Day 9 – 10           Timbavati Game Reserve (bordering Kruger National Park).

Day 11 – 13         Sabi Sand Game Reserve (bordering Kruger National Park).

Day 14                 Depart

S O U T H  A F R I C A N  W I L D L I F E  S A F A R I

If your reason for visiting South Africa is really to see the magnificent 

wildlife, including the “Big Five,” then I suggest your itinerary should include the 

best game viewing parks and reserves. 

Day 1                  Johannesburg

Day 3 – 5             KwaZulu Natal

Day 6 – 8             Timbavati Game Reserve or Thornybush Game Reserve

Day 8 – 9             Sabi Sand Game Reserve

Day 10 – 12         Kruger National Park (Private Concession)

Day 13                 Depart

S O U T H  A F R I C A  S E L F  D R I V E

South Africa is the only country in Africa where I would recommend 

independent travel. The roads are certainly the best in Africa and signage is 

excellent. In addition to touring Cape Town and the Garden Route independently, 

you can drive to the game parks, then transfer to a safari vehicle driven by a  
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professional ranger. Self-drive will add time to your trip, but enables you to see 

the countryside and meet more people. The following itinerary assumes that you 

will fly between the major centers, and leads you on a 4-week exploration of South 

Africa that is unforgettable.

Day 1                  Johannesburg

Day 3 – 4             Madikwe Game Reserve

Day 5 – 6             Welgevonden Game Reserve

Day 7 – 8             Timbavati Game Reserve

Day 9 – 10           Makalali Game Reserve

Day 11 – 12         Sabi Sand Game Reserve

Day 13 – 14         Rocktail Bay

Day 15 – 16         Ndumo Game Reserve

Day 17 – 18         Pongola Game Reserve

Day 19  - 20        Battlefields

Day 21 – 24         Garden Route

Day 25 – 26         Winelands

Day 27 – 28         Cape Town

Day 29                 Depart

Z U L U  T O  K R U G E R

Shaka Zulu was one of South Africa’s greatest warriors. Paul Kruger founded 

the country’s most well-known national park. This itinerary will take you into 

Zululand and into the private game reserves next to Kruger National Park. You 

can easily do this as a self-drive safari.

Day 1                  Durban

Day 2 – 3             Drakensburg Mountains and the Natal Midlands

Day 4 – 5             Battlefields

Day 6 – 8             Pongola Game Reserve

Day 9 – 10           Thornybush Private Reserve

Day 11 – 12         Sabi Sand

Day 13 – 14         Timbavati Nature Reserve

Day 15                 Depart

T H E  C A P E  A N D  T H E  G A R D E N  R O U T E

Most Americans rush through their holiday. The Southern tip of Africa, 

starting in Cape Town and traveling east up the Indian Ocean coast, provides a most 

relaxing holiday. You can add Cape Town, the Winelands, and the Garden Route to 

any South African or Southern Africa safari.  Here is one sample itinerary:

Day 1 – 3             Cape Town

Day 4 – 5             Winelands

Day 6 – 7             Garden Route

Day 8 – 9             Addo Elephant Park

Day 10                 Depart 




